COMMUNITY

EDUCATION AND ARTS IN
OUR COMMMUNITY
BY JANET ZIPSER ZIPKIN | TAHOE DONNER GIVING FUND COMMITTEE
Last month, Tahoe Donner Giving Fund provided a snapshot of health and human services data based on the recently released Community Report
Card — compiled by the Community Collaborative of Tahoe Truckee, a program of Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation — and the good work of our
local non-profits. This month, we take a look at how our community’s needs are being met in the areas of education and the arts.
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gies to meet this goal include hiring English
Language Learner Program coordinators,

Typically, this transition occurs at about
third grade. But 67 percent of students nationwide — and more than 80 percent of those
from low-income families — are not proficient
readers. The statistics for Tahoe Truckee Unified School District (TTUSD) are considerably
better at 47 percent — with 68 percent of these

Closing the achievement gap for students

GRADUATION
Our local educators proudly announce that
84 percent of 2014 TTUSD graduates attend

and working with both staff and parents in
areas such as reading proficiency and overall
academics.

post-secondary two- or four-year institutions,
and the most recent California Department of
Education statistics indicate a 90 percent 2013

ENRICHMENT
Our community is blessed with a variety

Left to right: Tahoe
Truckee Unified School
District Trustee Dianna
Driller, SuperintendentChief Learning Officer
Dr. Rob Leri, Trustee
and Board President
Kim Szczurek, and
Trustee Randy Hill in a
recent board meeting.
Leri and Szczurek are
Tahoe Donner residents.
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Visual and performing arts are an
integral part of our community.
Below, a Native American flutist
performs during a recent Trails
and Vistas, a local Truckee event
celebrating arts in nature.

of local non-profit organizations that offer enrichment programs for
kids. Some efforts celebrate our unique surroundings with offerings in
conservation-oriented environmental education, winter sports training, history and interpretation of our natural resources and avalanche
safety information. Other programs work to prepare under-resourced
students for the future, provide culinary education, bring arts and artists to the schools, or enhance life and work skills.

ARTS AND CULTURE
Non-profit organizations extend the pleasure of visual and performance arts beyond the school grounds both for children and adults
in our community. Our cultural and artistic passions are stimulated
through dance, drama, music, literature and history in ways that are
unique to our area—interpretive dance in the forest, drama on the
beach, music under the stars.
Have you seen the new artistic bike racks around town? Creativity expressed through installations, painting, sculpture, drawing and
writing enriches our lives and forms an identity for our community.
Whether we love it or not, public art inspires our own creative thinking as we ask ourselves, “What is the artist trying to say?”

SUPPORT
The key to maintaining this breadth and depth of educational and

Looking Ahead to a
Beautiful Summer Setting

artistic opportunity is to support the non-profit organizations that
contribute so much to the welfare of our community. Collectively,
Tahoe Donner members’ tax-deductible gifts to the Tahoe Donner
Giving Fund (TDGF) will provide the funds for these organizations’
much-needed grants. Find out how you can contribute:
tahoedonner.com/giving-fund.
[ NEW FOR 2015 ]

With appreciation to the following for providing insights and facts for
this article:
•
Alison Schwedner, Director of The Community Collaborative
of Tahoe Truckee
•
Laura Brown, Executive Director, Excellence in Education
Foundation
•
Carole Sesko, Visual Artist and Truckee Art Advocate

TOP Lloyd Flanders’ Nova collection in Lloyd Loom woven.

OW Lee’s Cambria collection in wrought iron shown
with dining table from their Porcelain Reclaimed Series.

BOTTOM

What does 2015 hold for your outdoor space? New 2015

collections are arriving now. Whether you are looking for curved
cushion or Mid Century modern, you will find it in our showrooms,
shop now and be ready to enjoy it for the summer season. Two
Truckee Locations: Main Showroom for fireplaces, spas, outdoor
furniture 530.587.6681; and, Downtown Truckee in the historic
Loading Dock building 530.550.8800. MountainHomeCenter.com
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